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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the original filing of February 20, 2004. Claims 1- 38 
are pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, 
subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1-15 are drawn to a computer program 
per se ("user interface" (Claims 1-7); "user interface selectable control" (Claims 8-1 5.)) . 
A computer program is not a series of steps or acts and this is not a process. A 
computer program is not a physical article or object and as such is not a machine or 
manufacture. A computer program is not a combination of substances and therefore 
not a compilation of matter. Thus, a computer program by itself does not fall within any 
of the four categories of invention. Therefore, Claims 1-15 are not statutory. 

Claims 25-33, 37 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 25-33, 37 and 38 are 
drawn to a computer readable medium, which the applicant has defined in the 
specification ([0056]) to encompass an electronic transmission signal. The Office 
considers an electronic signal to be a form of energy. Energy is not a series of steps or 
acts and thus is not a process. Energy is not a physical article or object and as such is 
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not a machine or manufacture. Energy is not a combination of substances and 
therefore not a compilation of matter. Thus, an electronic transmission signal does not 
fall within any of the four categories of invention. Therefore, Claims 25-33, 37 and 38 
are not statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out 
his invention. 

4. Claim £ is rejected under 35 U.iS.C. 112, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for a user interface selectable control, does not 
reasonably provide enablement for using a single definition for creating a number of 
objects. The apparatus in this claim consists of a single mean: "using a single 
definition for creating a number of objects", and thus is interpreted as a single 
means/single step claim under MPEP 21 64.08(a). 

"A single means claim, i.e., where a means recitation does not appear in 
combination with another recited element of means, is subject to an undue breadth 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph. In re Hyatt, 708 F.2d 712, 714-715, 218 
USPQ 195, 197 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (A single means claim which covered every 
conceivable means for achieving the stated purpose was held nonenabling for the 
scope of the claim because the specification disclosed at most only those means known 
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to the inventor.). When claims depend on a recited property, a fact situation comparable 
to Hyatt is possible, where the claim covers every conceivable structure (means) for 
achieving the stated property (result) while the specification discloses at most only 
those known to the inventor." 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The term "approximately" in claims 1, 8, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 28, 29, 30, 31, 
32, 34 and 37 is a relative term which renders the claims (and claims dependant on the 
same) indefinite. The term "approximately" is not defined by the claims, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one 
of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. It is indefinite whether the multiple applications are to be started at the same 
by queuing them up with the Operating System and allowing only for the time it takes for 
the processor to load the said multiple applications, or whether the multiple applications 
are loaded up by some other timing scheme (daily, weekly, etc) such as in a case of a 
scheduler. 
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The term "minimum" in claims 6, 7, 14, 15, 23, 24, 32 and 33 is a relative term 
which renders the claims indefinite. The term "minimum" is not defined by the claims, 
the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and 
one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. It is indefinite for how long the applications are to execute to be of sufficient 
duration. 

Claims 34 and 37 recite the limitation "the selected application programs" in line 
4, 5, respectively. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 16, 17, 18, 19, 25, 26, 27, 28, 34, 35, 36, 37 and 38 are rejected 

under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Enin (Batch Launcher 1 .0, Feb 1 0, 2003 

release.) 

Claim 1: Enin discloses a user interface, comprising: 
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a. a selectable control (Applications list of the batch; page 1 ) configured to initiate 
(form the batch; page 1) that multiple applications start together (by one click; 
page 1 ) at approximately a same time; and 

b. selectable configurations (batches; page 1 ) each configured (user formed; page 
1 ) for a user selection to designate (drag and dropping; page 1 ) a multiple 
application start-up configuration (batch; page 1 .) 

Claim 2: Enin discloses a user interface as recited in claim 1 , wherein the selectable 
control is user-configurable to designate a multiple application start-up configuration 
(pagel.) 

Claim 8: Enin discloses a user interface selectable control (Applications List; page 1) 
configured for user selection to start multiple application programs together at 
approximately a same time (forming batches of several apps to launch at approx same 
time; page 1 .) 

Claim 9: Enin discloses a user interface selectable control as recited in claim 8, 
wherein the user interface selectable control is user-configurable to designate a multiple 
application program start-up configuration (user-configurable batches to launch several 
applications by one click; page 1 .) 
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Claim 10: Enin discloses a user interface selectable control as recited in claim 8, 
wherein the multiple application programs are a user-defined (by drag and dropping the 
shortcuts; page 1) group of application programs (set of applications; page 1), and 
wherein the user interface selectable control is further configured to start (launch; page 
1 ) the user-defined group of applications together (by one click; page 1 .) 

Claim 16, 25: Enin discloses a method and one or more computer readable media 
comprising: 

a. receiving a user selection (drag and dropping; page 1 ) corresponding to a user 
interface selectable control (Applications list; page 1) which initiates (forms the 
batch; page 1 ) multiple applications together at approximately a same time 
(launch by one click; page 1 ); and 

b. starting (launching; page 1) the multiple applications in response to receiving the 
user selection (one click; page 1.) 

Claim 17, 26: Enin discloses a method and one or more computer readable media as 
recited in claim 16 and 25, respectively, further comprising receiving a user selection to 
designate a multiple application start-up configuration (selecting a required batch at 
Windows® startup; page 1 .) 



Claim 18, 27: Enin discloses a method and one or more computer readable media as 
recited in claim 16 and 25, respectively, further comprising receiving a user selection 
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(drag and dropping shortcuts; page 1) to configure the user interface selectable control 
which is user-configurable to designate a multiple application program start-up 
configuration. 

Claim 19, 28: Enin discloses a method and one or more computer readable media as 
recited in claim 16 and 25, respectively, wherein receiving the user selection initiates 
(forms; page 1 ) a user-defined group of applications (batch; pagel ,) and wherein 
starting (launch; page 1) the multiple applications includes starting the user-defined 
group of applications together at approximately the same time (by one click; pagel .) 

Claim 34, 37: Enin discloses a method and one or more computer readable media 
comprising: 

a. receiving multiple user selections (drag and dropping; page 1) each configured to 
initiate (add needed shortcuts (applications) to the batch (Applications list); page 
1) an application program; 

b. receiving a user input to initiate (batch forming; page 1 ) starting the selected 
application programs together at approximately a same time (by one click; page 
1); and 

c. starting (launching; page 1 ) the selected application programs in response to 
receiving the user input (one click; page 1.) 
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Claim 35, 38: Enin discloses a method and one or more computer readable media as 
recited in claim 34 and 37, respectively, further comprising delaying the start (launch; 
page 1) of the selected application programs (batch; page 1) until receiving the user 
input to initiate (drag and dropping; page 1) starting the selected application programs 
(formation of batches is performed before (delayed) launching (starting) the set of 
selected application programs (batch; page 1.) 

Claim 36: Enin discloses a method as recited in claim 34, wherein receiving the user 
input to initiate starting the selected application programs includes receiving a user 
selection that does not correspond to a user-selectable control (use of shortcuts of the 
batches on the desktop; page 2.) . * 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

9. Claims 3-7, 11-15, 20-24 and 29-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Enin . 
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Claim 3, 11, 20, 29: Enin discloses a user interface, a user interface selectable control, 
method, and one or more computer readable media as recited in claim 1 , 8, 16, and 25, 
respectively. While Enin does not disclose wherein the multiple applications are a group 
of applications executing when a previous computing session was discontinued, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to include such a set of applications. One would have been motivated to include 
previous session applications in order to allow continuation of potentially interrupted 
task from the previous session. 

Enin further discloses wherein the selectable control Is further configured to 
initiate that the group of previously executing applications start (launch; page 1) 
together (by one click; page 1 .) * 

Claim 4, 12, 21, 30: Enin discloses a user interface, a user interface selectable control, 
method, and one or more computer readable media as recited in claim 1 , 8, 16, and 25, 
respectively. While Enin does not disclose wherein the multiple applications are a group 
of applications often selected for use by the user, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include such a set 
of applications. One would have been motivated to include often selected for use by the 
user applications in order to provide a quick launch of programs that will be most likely 
needed by the user and in such a fashion meet the anticipation of the user. 
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Enin further discloses wherein the selectable control is further configured to 
initiate that the group of previously executing applications start (launch; page 1) 
together (by one click; page 1 .) 

Claim 5, 13, 22, 31: Enin discloses a user interface, a user interface selectable control, 
method, and one or more computer readable media as recited in claim 1, 8, 16, and 25, 
respectively. While Enin does not disclose wherein the multiple applications are a group 
of applications recently selected for use by the user, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include such a set 
of applications. One would have been motivated to include recently selected for use by 
the user applications in order to allow continuation 1 of recently interrupted task. 

Enin further discloses wherein the selectable control is further configured to 
initiate that the group of previously executing applications start (launch; page 1) 
together (by one click; page 1 .) 

Claim 6, 14, 23, 32: Enin discloses a user interface, a user interface selectable control, 
method, and one or more computer readable media as recited in claim 1, 8, 16, and 25, 
respectively. While Enin does not disclose wherein the multiple applications are a group 
of applications previously executing for at least a minimum duration, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
include such a set of applications. One would have been motivated to include 
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applications that were previously executing for at least a minimum duration in order to 
allow continuation of previously interrupted task. 

Enin further discloses wherein the selectable control is further configured to 
initiate that the group of previously executing applications start (launch; page 1) 
together (by one click; page 1 .) 

Claim 7, 15, 24, 33: Enin discloses a user interface, a user interface selectable control, 
method, and one or more computer readable media as recited in claim 1, 8, 16, and 25, 
respectively. While Enin does not disclose wherein the selectable configurations include 
at least one of (i) a configuration to designate a group of applications executing when a 
previous computing session was discontinued, (ii) a configuration to designate a group 
of applications often selected for use, (iii) a configuration to designate a group of 
applications recently selected for use, and (iv) a configuration to designate a group of 
applications previously executing for at least a minimum duration, it Would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
include at least one of such configurations. One would have been motivated to include 
at least one of the said configurations in order to provide a quick launch of programs 
that will be most likely needed by the user and in such a fashion meet the anticipation of 
the user. 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Andy Rathbone, Windows(r) XP for Dummies(r),2001 , Wiley Publishing 

Inc., page 169. 
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1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Belousov whose telephone number is (571 ) 
270-1695. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (alternate Fri off) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Myhre can be reached on (571) 272-6722. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. " 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



AB 

March 13, 2007 



Jamos^W. Myhre 
supervisory Primary Examiner 



